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ington had no idea of doing. Hancock then wrote
and apologized for not greeting the President owing
to an unfortunate indisposition. Washington replied
regretting the Governor's illness and announcing
that the schedule on which he was travelling required
him to quit Boston at a given time. Governor Han-
cock, whose spectacular signature had given him
prominence everywhere, finding that he could not
make the President budge, sent word that he was
coming to pay his respects. Washington replied that
he should be much pleased to welcome him, but
expressed anxiety lest the Governor might increase
his indisposition by coming out. This little comedy
had a far-reaching effect. It settled the question as
to whether the Governor of a State or the President
of the United States should take precedence. From
that day to this, no Governor, so far as I am aware,
has set himself above the President in matters of
ceremonial.

One of the earliest difficulties which Washington's
administration had to overcome was the hostility of
the Indians. Indian discontent and even lawlessness
had been going on for years, with only a desultory
and ineffectual show of vigor on the part of the
whites. Washington, who detested whatever was
ineffectual and lacking in purpose, determined to
beat down the Indians into submission. He sent out able
